%5//’ EEADQTAXTERS SZiD PICHTER CROUP
Office of the Group Intelligence Officer
APO £2E U. 8. ARNY
. Fas/ap

3 July 1943,

SUBJECT: Conmbat Repart.
0 + Commending Officer, E2nd Pighter Croup, APO E!f@'.cﬂ Army .

1. lerewith the combat claim of 2nd Lt. Charlea.J.%'Jonnor, Jre,
S5th Pighter Squadron, for one M 108 destroyed, at urs, 1 July
1243, approximately 50 milas UE of Cap Bon.

2. It is recommended that thls nh@;h&}uﬂ.

P. W. SCHAIB,
" ‘Jﬂr. l.ﬂ-,
Group £=2,

-

2 Inelosresn; Q\\'
Tnel §l=Combat report 2nd Bi. Cherles T, 0'Connor (in dup.)
Inol #2<Form Orange 1 7 1943 (In dup.)

‘\,,Q@ 1st Ind, J50/ap

EM-AME@D PIGETER GROUP, APO 678, U. 8. AREY, 3 July 1948,

T0s 01 g Oenerel, N.A.C.A.P., APO G612, U, §. ARNY, Attentiong

n-l-ﬂ%

The elaim of 2ad Lt. Charles T. O'Conner, Jr., Sth Fighter
Squadron, for one (1) ME 109 destroyed, 1 July 1843, is hereby approved
and confirmed,

JAVES 8, COWARD,
“F. hc-|
Commanding,

Inelss n/e

-]



6th., Fighter Squadron
62nd, Fighter Group
APD 525

1 July, 1943
COMBAT REPORT

On the morming of .July 1, 1943, while on a scramble, I and
my leader, Capt. Carey, were vectored onto three E/A, It was 0725
hours while fellowing the last vector given us, when Capt. Carey
spotted a flash from a windshield at 2 otclock to him and about
500 feet higher than we. We turmed into them and came up behind
with our backs to the sun, I saw Capt. Carey pull in close behind
the trailing FW 190 and fire at him. The 190 blew up in mid'air.
At this time I wes drawing up fast to the ME 109 which was. tfe a/e

on the left of a two ship line abreast formation. The the
right of the line abreast section being a FW 190. Tha d and
last a/c which was a FW 190, was trailing the line. nbr forma-

fired a short burst of cannon and MG getting s the left

tion by 200 yards. When I got within 120 yards % o9, I
wing as the 109 did a dive to the right. I fn]. and closed to

within 100 yards of the 105 and fired a one burst of eannon
and MG from dead astern, There was first g puf‘f of black
smoke and then a long stream of white I then pulled up at

about 20 yards giving a last burst of cannon and ¥MG, The 109 fell
off on his left wing. I overran and as I passed the E;"!. X

saw the pileot reach up as if te ope e* canopy and then slump over
the controls, At this time the Fof the 109 was in {lames.

I circled and started to olimb.ba p to the No. 1 Spit and as

I looked back over my nhm:ldaﬁ.)\: saw the 109 go into a steep
spiral and then splash inte t{e ea,

All the above nutio:n to
HE of Cap Bon. kﬁ:n-,

-~

«
CLATM: Ome ME 109%dgstroyed,

d Gl @Mﬁ

"'%‘? CHARIES T. CONNOR JR.
i 2nd. Lieu‘t., As Ca

place at approximately 50 miles



HEADQUARTERS SEND FIGHTLIR GROUP

affioe of the Group Intellizmoe Officer
APQ 588 Ue 8, ARMY

JON/ 1rw
1 July 1943.
T MTicay Cmding,.ﬂﬁ Uinge Attemtion: A=de
Froms 5S5Znd Flghtr Oroup, APO 625, Us 8+ Armys APD 525, (o8
Porm Opsige, 1 July 1643, . A@

4e B Two Spit IX's, red mection, 5th Squadren, wp @, én O755, on &
sera~ble. Nefore leaving the grownd the ﬁ%‘m told to go to
engels 30 over Cap Bon. Vhen airborae Nph
bandi ts probably going from Hast ;
thipsnade directed the Spi‘s to an chemmel "C",
Approximately ive minutes later g Ve:tor of 2004 egrees was givam
Wy Mixtures A couple of tos later Wixture nrdered Lhe Spits
to angels 20 and told them rhit their position. Six minutes
later Mixture gave a veo : degreess A minute later a
vootor of 140 degrees was « The, pa minute later, the Vo=
tor of 090 degrees vas'given. This was at O725 hours, At 0728

while 2411l followin 80 derroe voctor the 7os 1 of the

Spit red sectico & a flash from a windshield at 2 o'cloek

40 him and ubou feet higher then the Spite Ped section tumned
into ‘hem snd ) up behind with thelr becks to the swms The

number 1 Spit\&d blue section, piloted by Capt. Carey, was asboub
G0 ymrds behind the trelling !W 190 who was flylag sbout 200
yards nd tw e/a vhich were flying line alreasts In this line
abr h{ﬂmthc C on the left vas a ¥i 100 whils the A/C
m‘t;‘;_ﬂt-n:mm. The number 1 Spit {ired about & 1
secknd buret of camon end M end the treiling Fw 190 disinte=
ted. At the time tho number 1 Spit was firicg the amber 2
+ wag shooting at the M2 108, for when the origisal tum had
_ beer. made the Spit number 2 had come out approximately 300
« Number 2 Spit, plloted by Lt O'Conner,
yards of the 100 end fired a short burst of
otting strikes on the loft wing as the ME 100 did
Spit followed snd closed to within a
& second Mugrst of cannon wad U [rom
ME 100, There was at first a big pulf of
m a long streem of white smcke, The Spit
the
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Form orsnge July 1, 1943 (coat'd)

the ME 109 went irto & stoep spiral s=d went loto tho seas

At the smae time the aove action wns teikiag place the number 1
Splt was pulling 1 behiad the s0cord and last ™ 100, The
Spit closed to within 600 yards and flred a 1 segond burst of
omnnon sad NC. The Spit wmes too far away Crom the W 190 for the
Spit pllot to ascertala ss to whether or not hits were scored.
However, hits wore ro sbly scored for the FW 190 half rolled
to the right to sbout 6000 feste The Spit followed slosed
o approximately 100 yards and fired a tw buret o md
M3 0O the second burst the ™ 190 caught fire second
later axploded, All the above motion tﬁ?m roximately

£0 miles NL of C. Bon as far as ths pile Wi' scortain,
250 rounds of 20 ¢ onmnition and 1100 %d of 17 (+308)

were Cired by the mumber 1 Spit, shile s of 20m
ammnition and 400 rowmnds of M7 (.3 fired by the
mumber 2 Spit, The pllots beliov t mtll he at ack the
E/A had no idea thet there were ‘ar plenes in the vicinde

ty. The camouflage of the T/A esasisted of a lizht dlue mder
surface sad & greyish blue ugpor surface, Alsc all three T/A
oorried mder their belll ‘sould have boen cither a belly
tank or s bombe

-

O»\’ Fe B SCHAR,

&j’-'l'. ‘-lf.hr,

=
‘Z:Q Group S=2.
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