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SIBJFOT; Combat Claim,
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™0 y Commanding Officer, 52nd Fighier Group, APD 32%\99. Armye
1. Herewith is sulmitted the cleim of lat 1... Fald, 4th
Fighter Squadram, for one ME 109 damajed, end mgh " destroyed, at
1

about 1940 hours, 6 June 1743, about tem to £ o8 sast of Fan-
tellaria, t\
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Insl §3- Porm uns 1%43. (in dup.)
N 1st Inde avi/ap
HEADQUARTTRT, FIGETER CROUP, APO 525, U.S5. AW, 11 Juns 1943
™ ng Generaly NaAeCoieFey, APD 512, Us3s Army. Attention:

l, The slaim of lst Lt. Sylvam Mld, 4th Fighter Sguadron, for
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LTH FICHTER SQUATRON
SIRU FIGHTER GHOUY
AFO 525 U3, 2R

6 June, 1943

ACMAAT REPORT = 1t. Cook and I were scrambled ab 19120 hours, ‘e were Vec—
tored toward Pantellaria lslad. While patroling over the lsland at 25,000
foet, 1 saw six a/e take off and head for Gape bon, climbing. Te followed
Lhem Vest st 25,000 feet, a short distance behird and to the right. Then
they reached 20,000 feet con Lhe kastern tip of Cape Pon, we idertified Lhem
as We 109's, canoflauged grey and black with wh'te spinners and earrying
one large boumb each, They wore flying in echelon to the right..‘..’:.}‘!n made a
diving ettack at the reor plane froz a slight angle without f£ » broake
{ng up and to the right as the ¢/a turned ninety decrees owards Lhe
convoye “e then dove onto the rear e/s and the two reay’e/d broke right
one hundred eirhty derrees towsrd us snd Jettlsone teinTtoubs, 1 ex=
changed a short burst with them in n head en atts dx 1led up above

the two e/a as they broke rigsht toward mnt’ullar’l&& “saw the other 4 e/a
break 18ft towsrd Pantellaria, All six e/a peXorhgd in a s1x ship, line
abreast, geing into a ghallow dive for Pan a, 1 dove on the right
gide and s Lhe elements on the left slarie pull up bto turn Loward me,
] pulled up without firing. 1 then doye on the left elemants, closed $b
one and fired several short bursts [ 30, degrees astern from 300 yards
allcwing 1! ring deflection., 1 saweds ard m/g hits on the right wing
ard fuselage, The right hand el gmen roke up an’ left toward me. 1
turned inside of Lhe clcsest @ #&rﬂ was about 100 yards asterm. I fired
at least a 2 second buret of gaynom and n/g with sigits directly on the
prop and about /i ring d-ﬂ-::%hn, elosing in to less than 50 yds dlrectly
astern. T saw cannon and m/g otrikes on his englne and fuselage, Flanea
flashed o t of his ungig;“rnd heavy black smoke streamed back from the en~

pas

gine and fuselage. . ﬂia Pt bolh on our backs and the nose of the e/a pointed
as

down in a steep dl d back on the stick dlving away toward home
about ten to fi <A’ of Pantellaria at about 8,000 feet. T
selion began a all end of the convoy an'! the four e/a that I did not
see drop Lhelrc s must mve jettisoned them as 1 saw ne eviderce of burn=-

ing or amokirg vessels in the convoy on my way hor@.
I u).ni.?u ve 109 damaged and 1 ¥e 109 Destroyed.
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1st Lt., Ae Co

Archives of M. Williams



478 FIGITTR SQUADRON
52D FIGHTIR GROVP
AFO 525 1,5, ARMY

6 June, 1943

CHimIT REVCRT = 1, Fold and I were sersmbl-d as Yellow sectionant 19120
hourse lle were vectored over Fantellaria, While patroling in that viednity
at 25,000 fee, we saw 6 ME 109's, heading toward Cave Bon. e stayed at
25,000 foet and followed them toward Cape Bon, ‘hen they reached approxi-
mately 20,000 feet near Kelibia, about 10 miles off shore, we jove un tliem
ard identified them as ME 109's, each earrying & bomb. I followed it. Feld
lrough three attacke and in one of them I saw the o/a lt%h:{ It. Feld
go over on it's back and go Ante what locked like an unecht) e dive
tra!ling black swoke., By this time all the e/a were diving toward Pantellariae
T maje an attack om cme at lonz range, but was fopced td break away by
ancthar o/a thik was behind mes We them broke off Besbat West of Fantellaria
and returned to our base at 20:35 houwrss |, N
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52ND FIGHTER GROUP
Oifice of the Intelligence Off icer

AFO 525
S/1rw/ap
7 June 1943
T™0: Officer Commanding, 323 Winge Attentlon A=,
FROM; 52nd Fighter Group, AFO 525, U.S. Araye Jﬁx“ﬁ?
Form Opangs for 6 June 1943, I_}:ﬁf%_&:v |
1.  bth S5 5th Sqe NN
1 - Sorties pl.tl:r‘b.}‘?pmuy Spirit
o 32 LR ' *  Upirue
E — L re \. b4 'I.]."JI'M
20 14 » 4 Beranble.
2, 54 hours /0 min, 60 hrs. 15 m;,f-
#\?;\“\-
3 Spirit Untrue (Walris
as 0545 hrs 1230 hru.-ﬂa.\%'(]&&ﬂ hrs
be 1240 2045 %Y 1055
Ce TYeoB Yea ~ Yan
d. M Mhw o NA
&

L. @a. OConvoy Spifdy - Uneventful. Red Sectiom th Sge up 0930 hrss Cne.

1110 hrse, while ;‘t gulf of Tynis was kept busy imvestigting 3 P4O'S whieh
apparently we g practice approaches on cenvoy. Merkings on P=40's

pnot sesen. Afted convoy passed to W of senvoy Untrue, it turned around ani joined
sonvoy Uptriesd Convey Spirit then called fighters and asked, “Do you understand
I have gl d my mind?* This was al®m heard Ly controller who called e ader

af ter mgd for ths meaning, The pilot told centroller what Spirit had

denes W

be QConvoy Uptrues unsventful.

¢, Walrus patrol uneventful.

¢. All seram.les uneventful except yellow sentiom, Lth Fighter Sge, 2
Spit IX's, off 1920 hours when over Cap Fon were vectorsd toward Fantelleria
a’ter a reported 6 efa at 25,000 feet. The Spits passed N of Pantelleria
and sew dust streaks like planes taking offs Spits were vectorsd west and
fram 25,000 sighted 6 ME 109'S with bembs at 20,000 feet apparently headed
for the convoy which was off Cap Mostefa. The ME 109'S jettisoned their
bem.s one &t & time divind down as they did so. Yellow section attacksd rear

- 1—-



plane from the side getting camnon strikes along fuselags, The 'E 109 spum
down t® the west shoking, @ then all 109%s wers scattered aesr th- deck,
Tha ‘?‘.Its dove on one ming cannon strikes on the fuselage,

me rrobable and one dama;pd claimed by It, Feld. Ty then the other
Dlaves were out of reachs
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